Barbara McCann
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Washington, DC 20010
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Work History

National Complete Streets Coalition
January 2006 - present



Founder and Executive Director 

Washington, DC 


www.completestreets.org
Directs all aspects of this this broad-based coalition of national and local organizations working to transform road investments in the United States so that roads are designed, built, and operated for all road users.  Coined the term Complete Streets and developed the policy concept. The Coalition has developed extensive technical assistance and introduced Complete Streets bills in the US House and Senate.  The Coalition’s work has resulted in the adoption of laws and policies in 27 states and more than 300 local jurisdictions in the US.   Co-created the Complete Streets Implementation Workshops now being delivered across the country by 18 instructors. I write and speak extensively to bring Complete Streets to greater prominence.

Selected Publications: 


Complete Streets: Best Policy and Implementation Practices. with Suzanne Rynne. American Planning Association, March, 2010.  Planners Advisory Service report # 559

Planning Complete Streets for an Aging America. with Jana Lynott, AARP Public Policy Institute, May 2009.  
Complete Streets: We Can Get There From Here. With John LaPlante. ITE Journal, May 2008 Vol. 78 (5) 
McCann Consulting 
June 2003 - present

Principal
Washington, DC


www.bmccann.net
Provide strong research skills, exceptional writing ability, and public policy analysis in writing reports and articles for government, academic and non-profit clients working on transportation and land use issues, particularly as they relate to public health. Clients have included the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Island Press, and the Environmental Protection Agency.  


Selected Publications:

'The Regional Response to Federal Funding for Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects', Susan Handy, Barbara McCann. Journal of the American Planning Association, 77: 1, 23 — 38, 29 November 2010


(Edited): The Option of Urbanism, Investing in a New American Dream 


Chris Leinberger, Island Press, Washington DC, 2007

Sprawl Costs: Economic Impacts of Unchecked Development. Robert Burchell, Anthony Downs, Barbara McCann.  Island Press, Washington DC, 2005.

Smart Growth America
August 2002 – Sept. 2003

Director of Information & Research
Washington, DC
Conducted research on sprawl during this non-profit organization’s first year; wrote and managed the public release of Measuring the Health Effects of Sprawl, a report based on the first national study to find an association between the built environment, obesity, and chronic disease. Media coverage of the study results reached an estimated 50 million Americans.    


Selected publication:

The Health Effects of Sprawl: A National Analysis of Physical Activity, Obesity and Chronic Disease, with Reid Ewing. Smart Growth America, August 2003  
Surface Transportation Policy Project
July 1998 – July 2002

Director, Quality of Life Campaign
Washington, DC
Conceived, supervised research, and wrote a series of high-profile reports highlighting the relationship between everyday quality of life and the transportation system.  The reports were covered by every major broadcast and print outlet in the United States and helped shift popular perception of issues from pothole repair to pedestrian safety.

Selected publications:

Ten Years of Progress: Building Better Communities through Transportation, Surface Transportation Policy Project, January 2002
Driven to Spend: The Impact of Sprawl on Household Transportation Choices.  Surface Transportation Policy Project, March 2000

Mean Streets series Surface Transportation Policy Project, 1998 -2002
Cable News Network (CNN)
January 1986 –June 1998

Senior Writer/Producer 
Atlanta, Georgia
Researched, wrote, and produced news and feature segments on major national and international events for a variety of network programs, including daily newscasts, Week in Review, and feature programs. Conceived and produced documentaries, including a five-part series on Eastern Europe five years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, and 100 Million Miles per Hour, an hour-long special on domestic transportation issues.  

Atlanta Bicycle Campaign
January 1994-January 1998

Board President
Atlanta, Georgia
Raised public profile and effectiveness of this all-volunteer non-profit group.  Doubled membership and tripled budget, managing transition to a paid Executive Director in May 1997.  

Education: B.A. in anthropology with communications concentration, magna cum laude, June 1985 Georgia State University, Atlanta, Georgia.  Attended Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio, Sept 1979 – June 1981.
Award: New York Metro Institute of Transportation Engineers, 2012 Transportation Advancement Award
Activities: ex-officio Board member, America Bikes; Walk Score Advisory Committee; reviewer, Transportation Research Board.  Married to Bob Bloomfield.
